
                                                                                                                                                    Date of Decision: August 5, 2026 
                                                                                                                                                           Date of Notice: August 26, 2026 

Last Date of Appeal: September 15, 2026 
 
      THE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY OF MUSKOKA 

 
NOTICE OF DECISION 

APPROVAL OF A MINOR OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT 
Pursuant to Subsection 17(35) of the Planning Act 

Amendment 29 to the Official Plan of the Township of Georgian Bay 
(McCart) 

  
A decision was made by the Director of Planning on August 5, 2026 to approve Amendment 29 to the 
Official Plan of the Georgian Bay Official Plan, which was adopted by Township of Georgian Bay By-law 
2026-047. The Certificate of Approval, adopting By-law and Official Plan Amendment are attached 
hereto. 
 
Purpose and Effect of the Official Plan 
Amendment 
 
The lands are municipally known as 129 Millard 
Drive, Georgian Bay, and legally described 
as Lot 5 on Plan M-107, Part Road Allowance, 
Concession 4 and Part 1 on 35R-27713, in the 
Geographic Township of Baxter, in the Township 
of Georgian Bay, District of Muskoka. 
 
The purpose of the site-specific Official Plan 
Amendment is to provide relief from Section 
F.3.3.6.2 of the Georgian Bay Official Plan to 
permit an existing sleeping cabin and 
facilitate the conversion of an 
existing dwelling to a sleeping cabin, in the front 
yard setback, as defined by the Township’s 
Zoning By-law.  
 
A related Zoning By-law Amendment application 
was approved by the Township of Georgian 
Bay, with concurrent Consent applications to 
facilitate the creation of an undersized waterfront 
lot. The Zoning By-law Amendment recognizes 
the existing sleeping cabins on the retained 
lands, permits reduced shoreline setbacks and 
two one-bedroom sleeping cabins, and 
establishes site-specific zoning provisions for the 
severed lands, including reduced shoreline 
frontage and setbacks, and a parking area and 
driveway within the rear yard.  
 
A copy of By-law 2026-047, which includes the 
Official Plan Amendment, is attached. 

 
Public Comments Considered 
 
Two public meetings were held in a hybrid in-
person/electronic format by the Township of 
Georgian Bay on December 2, 2025 and June 2, 
2026. One comment was received in support of 
the application from neighbouring property 
owners within 120 metres of the subject lands. 
 
When and How to File an Appeal of the 
Decision 
 
A notice of appeal to the Ontario Land 
Tribunal (OLT) of the decision must be 
received by The District Municipality of 
Muskoka no later than 20 days from the 
date of this notice, as shown above as 
the last day of appeal. The appeal must: 
 
i. set out the specific part(s) of the Official 
Plan Amendment to which the appeal 
applies; 
ii. set out the reasons for the appeal; and 
iii. be accompanied by the fee prescribed 
under the Ontario Land Tribunal Act in 
the amount of $1,100.00 payable to the 
Minister of Finance. 
 
A notice of appeal should be filed with: 
 

Amy Back, Clerk 
District Municipality of Muskoka 
70 Pine Street, Bracebridge,  
ON Canada, PIL 1N3 

 



Who Can Appeal a Decision 
 
Only individuals, corporations or public bodies 
may appeal a decision of the Council of The 
District Municipality of Muskoka to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal. A notice of appeal may not be 
made by any unincorporated association or 
group. However, a notice of appeal may be filed 
in the name of an individual who is a member of 
the association or group on its behalf. 
 
No person or public body shall be added as a 
party to the hearing of the appeal unless, before 
the Official Plan Amendment was adopted, the 
person or public body made oral submissions at 
a public meeting or written submissions to The 
District Municipality of Muskoka unless, in the 
opinion of the Ontario Land Tribunal, there are 
reasonable ground to add the person or public 
body as a party. 
 
When the Decision is Final 
 
The decision of the Director of Planning is final if 
a notice of appeal is not received before or on 
the last day for filing a notice of appeal. 
 
Additional Information  
 
Information about the Official Plan 
Amendment and the decision is attached 
hereto. Original copies of these 
documents are available for inspection 
during regular office hours (8:30 am – 4:30 
pm) at the District Municipal Office. 
 
For additional information contact Riley 
Gauthier at (705) 645-2100 ext. 4130 or 1-800-
461-4210 (in the 705 area code), or 
riley.gauthier@muskoka.on.ca 
 
 

mailto:riley.gauthier@muskoka.on.ca
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DISTRICT OF MUSKOKA 
 

MINOR AREA MUNICIPAL OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT  
CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 

 
WHEREAS pursuant to By-Law 2024-48 as amended, being a by-law to delegate certain 
approval authorities under the Planning Act R.S.O.,1990, as amended, the authority of 
Muskoka District Council to approve “minor” Area Municipal Official Plan Amendments 
has been delegated to the Director of Planning or their designate;   
 
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Township of Georgian Bay adopted Official Plan 
Amendment 29 to the Township of Georgian Bay Official Plan by Town By-Law 2026-047 
and submitted it to the District of Muskoka for approval; 
 
AND WHEREAS Official Plan Amendment 29 to the Township of Georgian Bay Official 
Plan as adopted by Township By-Law 2026-047 satisfies all criteria of a “minor” official 
plan amendment; 
 
THEREFORE Official Plan Amendment 29 to the Township of Georgian Bay Official 
Plan as adopted by Town By-Law 2026-047 is hereby APPROVED under Sections 17 
and 21 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended. 
 
 
 
August 5, 2026                                          __________________________ 

       Date                                                                 Director of Planning 
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